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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human rights 
organisation. It comprises 47 member states, 28 of which are 
members of the European Union. All Council of Europe member 
states have signed up to the European Convention on Human 
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights, democracy and 
the rule of law. The European Court of Human Rights oversees 
the implementation of the Convention in the member states.

ENG

F emale Genital Mutilation and Forced Marriage are  
human rights violations and grave forms of violence 
against women and girls. Since these violations often occur 

during childhood, they also constitute a violation of children’s 
rights. The fight against these practices is founded on a rights-
based approach and an integrated policy which addresses the 
larger systemic issues at play in society that breed such forms of 
violence, gender inequality and discrimination.

The Declaration of the Committee of Ministers on the need to step 
up efforts to prevent and combat Female Genital Mutilation and 
Forced Marriage in Europe calls on member States to fully recog-
nise these practices as human rights violations which concern 
European States, and to this end to develop national action 
plans and strategies, and to promote exchanges of practices in 
order to fight against these human rights affronts.

The Guide to good and promising practices aimed at preventing 
and combating female genital mutilation and forced marriage 
aims at providing strategic guidance on the standards, princi-
ples, features and characteristics of the necessary integrated 
response to end these practices. In support of these elements 
the Guide also outlines selected current initiatives being taken 
by a number of Council of Europe member States in preventing, 
combating and addressing the effects of Female Genital Mutila-
tion and Forced Marriage. 
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►	  Declaration of the Committee 
of Ministers on the need 
to intensify the efforts to 
prevent and combat female 
genital mutilation and 
forced marriage in Europe.

►	  Guide to good and promising 
practices aimed at preventing 
and combating female 
genital mutilation and forced 
marriage (13 September 2017).
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