
HOW FEMALE GENITAL CUTTING 
can affect girls and women 

THROUGHOUT THEIR LIVES

4.1 million 
girls a year 

are at risk of 
being cut 

School absences, poor academic performance, increased school dropout rate.

FG
C puts a significant burden on health systems and national budgets FGC is often a prerequisite
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Once cut, girls are often m
arried

early which often leads to
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C has a direct impact on  
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HEALTH RISKS & 
CONSEQUENCES

SEXUAL RISKS AND
CONSEQUENCES

PSYCHOLOGICAL
IMPACT & EFFECTS

WIDER SOCIAL RISKS AND 
CONSEQUENCES
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Over the course of 
a lifetime FGC and 
its effects limit  the 
prospects of girls 

and hinder gender 
equality efforts
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