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Female genital cutting (FGC) affects over
200 million women and girls worldwide.
National prevalence data on FGC exists for
30 countries, 27 in Africa and only 3 in the
Middle East and Asia - Irag, Yemen and
Indonesia. FGC happens elsewhere in the
Middle East and Asia, see map below.

IRAN

FGCis legal in Iran where

small studies in regions

bordering Irag and in the

south found that 40-85% of

women have been cut. In
2009, high ranking clerics

issued fatwas banning FGC.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

SAUDI ARABIA

https://orchidproject.org/factsheet-fgc-in-the-middle-east-and-asia/

Reasons for the continuation of FGC are
varied; drivers include tradition, culture
and social pressure. In some places FGC is
believed to be an Islamic imperative
although the practice is not endorsed by
any religion. FGC is not mentioned in the
Koran and is not practised by the majority
of Muslims worldwide.

INDIA AND PAKISTAN

FGC is legal in both countries and
happens amongst the Dawoodi
Bohra. Sahiyo, an organisation
empowering Dawoodi Bohra to end
khatna or FGC, conducted an online
survey amongst the community
globally. Preliminary results indicate

that 80% of the women who took the

survey had undergone FGC.

HAILAND

Medicalisation is on the rise; in Indonesia over
50% of girls aged 0-11 years old were cut by a
trained medical professional

85% of girls in Yemen are cut within their
first week of life

FGC is sometimes offered as part of a birth
package in Indonesian hospitals, alongside
vaccinations and ear piercing
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